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Introduction

>

>

The cashew (Anacardium occidental 1) is an important
commercial plantation crop and dollar earner of India.
Chhattisgarh is a tribal state and Bastar is one of the biggest tribal
districts to have around 40,000 hectares suitable for cashew
plantation (Geographical Information Survey & Survey of
Government of India —2002-03).

In India, cashew cultivation area has increased from 706 to 780
thousand hectares during 1998-99 to 2003-04 but average
productivity remained 800 kg per hectare (Directorate of Cashew
& Cocoa Development REPORTS, 2006-07).

There are various factors responsible for this low yield in cashew,
in which the insect pest problem is major one.

Cashew crop is attacked by more then 180 species of insects and
non-insect pests in India including insects, mites and vertebrates.
Among insects the cashew stem and root borer, tea mosquito bug

(TMB) and foliage and flower insects are important ones
(Sundaraju, 1993).



Looking to pest problem a survey was conducted at
S.G. College of Agriculture & Research Station,
IGKYV, Jagdalpur (C.G.) during 2004-05 and 2005-06
to study the incidence and intensity of different
insect pests in randomly selected trees of cashew
plantation done in surrounding areas of Bastar. The
intensities of insect pests were recorded at weekly
intervals. - To know the influence of abiotic
components the corresponding meteorological
weather data were also collected and correlation
was also analyzed.
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